Independent Senator Steve Fielding
255 Blackburn Road
Mount Waverley Vic 3149
24th November 2008 
G’day Steve,

As an Australian and an internet user, I have serious concerns about the mandatory Internet filtering initiative.

Given the importance your Government has attached to modernising Australia’s broadband network, pursuing a policy that can only slow down and increase the costs of home internet access seems misguided at best. 

Australian households are diverse, and most do not have young children, so mandating a one-size-fits-all clean feed approach will not serve the public well. I don’t think it is the Government’s role to decide what’s appropriate for me or my children, and neither do most Australians.

Given the amount of Internet content available, the Government will never be able to classify it all and filters will always result in an unacceptable level of over-blocking. 

I feel that the time and money could be spent in better ways both to protect children and improve Australia’s digital infrastructure. Australian parents need better education about the risks their children face online. 

Trying to rid the Internet of adult content is futile, and can only distract from that mission.
I and the Agmates community urge you to use your vote to block this legislation in the Senate. We are aware that you support the legislation to try and stop child pornography, but this legislation goes way beyond that. Please see our concerns on the Agmates web site http://www.agmates.com/blog and type internet filtering into the search box at the bottom of the right hand column.
Sincerely,
Steve Truman

Agmate’s  Founder

PO Box 1170 Gympie QLD 4570. Phone 07 54839388 
